AND MEMORIALS.

Oregon and California, and if adopted, would inaterially
benelit those valuable and growing portions of our coun-
try.

Your memorialists therefore pray your honorable body Prayer.

to sanction by your legislative action, the publie demand
for this enterp:ise, and take such steps as your wisdom may
dictate, to ensure the early commencement and speedy
completion of this great national work, and for this purpose
request a certified copy of this meinorial to be laid befure
each branch of Congress.

Approved January 21, 1857.

NUMBER 13.
DUTY ON SUGAR AND MOLASSES.

MEMORIAL of the General Assembly of the State of Jowa to Congress in favor
of artepeul of the duty on sugar and molusses,

Your memorialists, the General Assembly of the State of Duty onerous.

Iowa, respectfully represent that, in the opinion of this
General Assembly, the present duty of thirty per cent. ad-
valorem on sugar and molasses, imported from abroad, im-
pose an onerous and unnecessary burden upon the people
of the United States; and in view of the fact that these ar-
ticles, like tea and cotfee, enter largely into the consump-
tion of all classes of people, your memorialists beg to pre-
sent the following facts for your consideration.

Your memorialists are satisfied, from an examination of Not necessary.

the subject, that this duty or tax of' 30 per cent. advalorem
on sugar and molasses was imposed to protect th.c caltiva-
tion of sngar in the State of Louisiana, to which State the
sugar cane is not indigenous, it being the natural growth of
the tropics only; and by such protection the few planta-
tions in that State have amassed large fortunes, deriving
princely returns from the capital invested in that product
of their agriculrure, and are now enabled, without the pro-
tection, to make fair proftits on their inveetments.

Your memorialists also beg leave to represent that, in
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(z-::dmmuh spite of this protection to the sugar planters of Louisiana,

A necessity.

Policy.

Abolish tax.

the sngar crop of that State has been gradnally diminiching,
having fallen off fromn e~mething near 500,000 hoviheads,
produced a few years since, to a qmmtiry not exceeding per-
haps 150,000 for the last year, while the consumption has
been steadily increasing, until the importation for the last
year has 1eached the enormons snm in value of $13,000,000,
thus illustrating by experience the fact, that no protection
will insure the production on our own suil of the uecessary
supply of the article. ‘

Yonr memorinlists further Leg leave to remind your
honorable body that these articles, which might once have
been considered a luxury, have become a necessity of daily
life in the fumilies of the poor as well as the rich, and to
tax them longer is to continue a burden upon shoulders un-
able to bear it.

To tax heavily the necessaries of life, has never been con-
sidered the policy of governments, because snch tax fall on
those lenst able to bear it, and we believe has never been
resorted to except for the raising of revenue when other
means have proved unavailing. At the the present time,
this duty, which smounted, during the last year, to over
fiva millions of dollars, drawn from the pockets of the peo-
ple, oppressing the rich as well aa the poor, is- not wanted
for any known purpose of government, whilst there is a
surplus of 26 willions of dullars in 1he treasury of 1he Uni-
ted States, lying idle and unemploycd, there certainly can
be no necessity for a L nger comtinuance of the hurden.

Your memorialists thercefore pray 1that your honorable
body will at ence abolich this tax, and pernit sugar and
molasees to Le imported, like ten and ecfiee, frec of duty,
and fur this purpuee rcquert the Secretary of State of this
State, to forward a certified copy of this memeorial to the
Speaker of the louse of Representatives, and to the Pres-
ident of the Senate at Washington, to be by them laid be-
fore their respective bodies.

Approved January 21, 1857



